Flies from the family Tabanidae are commonly known as horse flies (Tabanus Linnaeus), deer flies (Chrysops Meigen) and clegs (Haematopota Meigen). This family belongs to the suborder Brachycera and infraorder Tabanomorpha. The tabanids are generally large in size, with characteristic sickle-shaped antennae and hyaline or spotted wings (e.g., Haematopota Meigen, Chrysops Meigen). Some species are with striped abdomen and thorax [e.g., Tabanus (Tabanus) striatus Fabricius] and some with long proboscis [e.g., Philoliche taprobanes (Walker)]. Adult male tabanids feed on nectar and pollen, while females are hematophagous, bearing piercinglike mandibles. This family has medical and veterinary importance. These flies can transmit several protozoan diseases among cattle during blood feeding. Fabricius
reported 14 species from Chhattisgarh and Mitra & Parui (2014) reported 12 species from Achanakmar-Amarkantak Biosphere Reserve. The paper deals with the study of 16 species of the Tabanidae from Chhattisgarh. Haematopota latifascia Ricardo is added to the fauna of Chhattisgarh.
Materials and Methods
Study 24'E in central India having a total area of 1, 35,194km 2 ( Fig. 1 ). Nearly 44% of the state area is covered by forests and a major part (35,736.239km 2 ) is outside protected areas. Bio-geographically, the state belongs to the Deccan Peninsula bio-geographic zone including provinces, 6D -Chota Nagpur Plateau, 6C -Eastern Highland and 6E -Central Highland (Rodgers et al. 2002) . The state bears mixed deciduous vegetation including both moist and dry deciduous tree species.
Methods: Specimens were collected during faunistic surveys in Chhattisgarh conducted by the Zoological Survey of India. Usually, tabanids are collected at day time by sweeping with an insect net. The female flies are generally found around and on cattle because of their haematophagous nature. The male flies are found feeding on plant sap. During collection, GPS coordinates of the surveyed sites were recorded with the help of Garmin Oregon 550 device. The coordinates were used to produce a distribution map of the collected species by using the software DIVA-GIS. The pinned specimens were investigated under Leica EZ4 HD binocular microscope for identification. Morphological characters like wing, head, eyes, abdomen and thorax were compared for identification confirmation with the description present in the published literature of Ricardo (1911a,b) . Photographs of whole specimens and body parts were taken in the Leica Stereo Zoom M205A microscope (Images 1,2). After study the specimens were deposited in the designated repository of National Zoological Collection of Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata. 
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Discussion
The study area comprises four districts, Durg, Kabirdham, Surguja, Bilaspur and three protected areas, Guru Ghasidas National Park, Achanakmar Wildlife Sancturary, Barnawapara Wildlife Sancturary. The tabanids are distributed throughout the area, but the maximum numbers of species were recorded from Bilaspur among districts and Barnawapara Wildlife Sancturary among protected areas. After this study, it can be predicted that cattle and flower plants are abundant in these areas, because nectar and cattle blood are the major food source for these flies. Chhattisgarh being a tribal dominated state, high abundance of cattle is expected to be found in more or less every part of the state. So, further taxonomic studies of Tabanidae involving extensive field surveys are highly recommended which may reveal many unknown tabanids with their distributional data in Chhattisgarh.
